Principal: K. McDonnell - Vice-Principal: T. Acaster
Queen Mary Public School, 20 Maple Street,
St. Catharines, ON, L2R 0A9
Phone No.: 905-682-6637 Fax No.: 905-988-1118

Principal’'s Message

Our Christmas break is almost upon us. The first term has passed quickly. The last
day for classes is Friday, December 18" and classes will resume on Monday, January 4™,
2010. Thank you to all the parents who took the time to come in and discuss their child’s
progress to date as your involvement is crucial to your child’s success. Please join us on
Friday, December 18" at 1:45 p.m. for our end of term assembly.

Queen Mary has once again asked students to bring in donations for those in need.
Queen Mary has always prided itself on its spirit of generosity and sense of community
and it is our hope that this year will be no exception. There is no greater joy than helping
others.

Many of our Queen Mary students are involved in a variety of holiday celebrations.

Whether your family has finished celebrating Ramadan and Eid or is preparing for
Christmas, Kwanzaa, Chanukah, Chinese New Year, Ukranian Christmas or Divali, we
hope you share special times with family and friends and have a safe and happy holiday.

Report Cards

Term 1 report cards were sent home on
Wednesday, December 2™,
Parent/teacher conferences were held on
Thursday, December 3", 3:30 to 7 pm
and on the December 4™, 12 to 3:30 pm.
This was a terrific opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress.

Happy Holidays!

The School Break begins on Monday,
December 21 and we’ll see you back in
class on Monday, January 4, 2010. Happy
New Year!

Vancouver 2010 Torch Relay

Be Part of History on Sunday, December
20 atnoon in Market Square, Downtown St.
Catharines as the Olympic Torch passes
through St. Catharines.

Holiday Celebration

Queen Mary will be holding a Holiday
Celebration on Friday, December 18",
beginning at 1:45 pm, in the Collegiate
Auditorium. Staff and students are busy
preparing to entertain us! All parents, family
and friends are welcome to attend.




ATTENDANCE REMINDER:

Please remember to call the school
office to report any student
absences at (905) 682-6637. The
school does have an answering
machine for any calls outside of
office hours (day or night). Please feel free
to call and leave a message stating your
child’s first and last name, the grade or
teacher and the reason for the absence.
Students will be marked late after 8:50 a.m.
and after 12:30 p.m. Students must report
to the office for a late slip in order to avoid an
unnecessary call home. Thank you to all
who help to make Queen Mary a “safe
school” by calling to inform the office that
your child will be absent or late. In the
interest of the safety of the students, your
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Answering Machine

As we only have two telephone lines, if
you get the answering machine it is
because these lines are all busy. Please
leave a message and we will do our best
to get back to you as soon as possible. If
your call is urgent, please call back to
ensure that we attend to your call
promptly. There are many calls coming
in from parents who wish to get
messages to their child especially
between 2:45 p.m. and 3:15 p.m. This is
a very busy time for the office. Our
secretary is not always able to get
messages to children at that time of day.
To avoid this situation, please make
arrangements ahead of time with your
child whenever possible.

Pizza Mondays

Just an update to let
you know how
successful our ‘Pizza
Mondays’ have been.
Students enjoy hot pizza, which is sold for
$1/slice, at the beginning of the lunch
break. Thank you for supporting our ‘Pizza
Mondays'!

Walk N’ Talk Social Club
The Walk N’ Talk Social
Club meets every day
during lunch recess. The
purpose of this club is to
keep students active, to
converse with other
students they may not
otherwise come in contact with and perhaps
make a new friend. Anyone may join. All are
welcome. Mrs. L'Ecuyer originally started this
club as a way to get a little exercise. She has
benefitted in many ways and has enjoyed the
talks shared with the students. Every month
there is a draw where names are picked at
random for laps walked. At the end of the year
a winner will be named for having the most laps
walked. Last month’s winners were Khaled S.
and Nicole C. November winners were Cindy
P., Josefa L. and Kianna G. December will
have one winner selected on December 18"
(a.m.)

Inclement Weather

When weather conditions are unsafe, school
closing and bus transportation cancellations may
occur. Please listen to local radio stations for this
information. We ask that you do not call the
school. Announcements will be made by 7:00
a.m.

CKTB 610 AM CKTZ 97.7FM
CHAM 820 AM CKEY 101.1 FM
CHSC 1220 AM K-LITE FM 102.9
CHOW 1470 AM CHRE 105.7 F
CJRN 710 AM 3
CKOC 1150 AM

CHML 950 AM

Students are reminded to dress appropriately for
the cold weather as lunch recess is outside.



Call for Photos

During our recent Remembrance Day
service, we realized that for those of us born
during peace time, war can seem very
unconnected to our daily life, yet many of
our students’ families have been touched in
some way by war. At Queen Mary we would
like to acknowledge the impact that war has
had on the citizens of St. Catharines.

For next years Remembrance Day
assembly we are hoping to include photos of
family members that served. If you would
like to participate, please attach the
following form to your photo. Photos will be
scanned at the school and returned to you
or you may email a photo to
gue@dsbn.edu.on.ca

We can also arrange to scan photos during
your report card interview.

Student’s full name (please print):
Relative’s full name (please print):
Capacity in which relative served:
Preferred method for returning photo
Please:

give the photo to my child who will safely
bring it to me.

hold the photo until | can pick it up.

Parent’'s/Guardian’s full name (please
print):

Parent’s signature:

Contact number (optional):

Email address (optional)

Fall Food Drive
Throughout November,
students and staff, at both
Queen Mary and St.
Catharines Collegiate,
collected non-perishable
food items, to assist the
needy in our community,
in partnership with St. Catharines

Community Care. Each class competed to

collect the most food donations and the
winning class was Ms. Crichton’s 8-3
class ! They will be recognized for their

outstanding efforts! Thank you for your
generosity to our community.

Remembrance Day Service
As part of our
Remembrance Day
Services, our Vice-
Principal, Mr.
Acaster and several
students travelled to &
the Cenotaph, on '
November 11, to lay
a wreath, for Queen
Mary School, in
honour of our war
heroes. Students included Josefa, Jessica,
Charlene, Bill, Mackenzie & Cambria (I to r).

8-3's Trip to the Market Square

By Josefa Ledesma

Every two weeks our class is going to go outside
the school to learn something about the
community. On November 5 we went to the
Market Square to support our Global Citizens
unit. We were supposed to find out where the
products came from and compare them to the
ones in grocery stores. When we arrived we saw
a lot of products for sale!

There were lots of fruits and vegetables. A
Mexican man sold Mexican food. There was also
a man who sold breads, cookies and pies that
were made in Niagara Falls. A woman who sold
different kinds of coffees was interesting to talk
to. She told us about her product being a Fair
Trade food. 1 think she will be successful in
persuading people to buy Fair Trade products.
Another woman was selling jewellery from
Poland. She wasn’t as welcoming as the woman
selling coffee, but | think it's because she has to
make sure none of her products are stolen.

| think that the evidence of global influences at
the market are in the products and the people
who sell them. Some of the people might depend
on what they sell to survive or sustain their
families.

Ms. Crichton bought some things at the market
for us to eat when we got back to school. Yes, it
was cold outside, but we all enjoyed walking
together, talking, laughing and learning at the
same time.



The Parenting and Family Literacy
Centre
This centre, located inside Lincoln

Centennial Public School, is a relaxed place
where families can play and learn together.
It is a place to meet other families with
children the same age as yours. It is all
FREE and open to everyone in St.
Catharines with children between birth and
six years old. For more information contact:
The Parenting and Family Literacy Centre
located in Lincoln Centennial Public School,
348 Scott Street, 905-937-5110 or stop by
the centre, which is open Monday-Friday
8:45 am-12:45 pm.

Perkin’s Family Restaurant Hosts
Student “Staff” Party

December 17", all students and staff, who
have generously given their time to make
QUEEN'S CAFE BREAKFAST PROGRAM
run smoothly, are invited to a Christmas
‘staff’ party, sponsored by Perkins Family
Restaurant. Mrs. Kubarakos thanks all her
wonderful student ‘employees’. Also, special
thanks goes out to the following for their
donations:

Dr. and Mrs. Rhemtulla Mme. Rabideau

Mr. and Mrs. Barrett Mrs. McDonnell
Ms. Cresswell Mr. Emery
Community Care Ms. Valcourt

Geneva Grill and Restaurant

Ms. Bridgeman Mrs. L’Ecuyer
Price Chopper (Ontario Street)

Food Basics (Geneva Street)
Haldimond-Norfold Reach



DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF NIAGARA

ACHIEVING SUCCESS TOGETHER

Open Houses for Grade 8s 2010

A. N. Myer Secondary - Thursday, January 14 - 6:30

Beamsville District - Tuesday, January 12 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Eastdale Secondary - Thursday January 14th, 7:00 to 9:00 pm

Eden High - Monday, January 11, 2010 - 7:00-9:00 p.m.

E. L. Crossley Secondary - January 13, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.

Fort Erie Secondary - Thursday, January 14, 2010 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Governor Simcoe - Wed. January 13, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.

Grimsby Secondary - Thursday, January 14, 2010 - 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Kernahan Park - Monday, January 11" -Grade 8's 1:00 - 2:30 p.m./Parents 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Laura Secord S.S. - Tuesday, January 12 - 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Port Colborne High - Thursday, January 14 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Ridgeway-Crystal Beach - Thursday, January 14, 2010 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.

St. Catharines Collegiate - Wednesday, January 13, 2010 - 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Sir Winston Churchill - Monday, January 11 - 7:00 pm

South Lincoln High - Wednesday, January 13 at 7:00 to 9:00pm

Stamford Collegiate - Thursday, January 14, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thorold Secondary - Tuesday, January 12, 2010 - 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Welland Centennial - Tuesday January 12, 2010 - 6:30 to 9:00 pm.
Westlane Secondary Thursday, January 14, 2010 - 6:30-9:30 p.m.

West Park Secondary - Tuesday, January 12, 2010 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.



QUEEN’S CAFE- Breakfast Program Needs Your Help

Every year the Q.M. Breakfast Program meets growirgncial demands as the
number of students accessing the program incredses.child’s teacher can attest to
the fact that kids who come to school fed, willfpen better academically, are more
alert, focussed and happier.

This year is no exception and ,as such, we areatipgeo our Queen Mary
Community to help maintain this valuable progranthwiour monetary donations.

Cheques madgayable to DSBNwith a memo: Queen Mary Breakfast Program
will be honoured and receipts for donations $2@(tty dollars) or more, will be
iIssued tax receipts. Your support is most apprediat

In the meantime we would like to remind everyoret the following businesses and
support groups are assisting with their donationsur Program: Thanks go out to
Geneva Grill and Restaurant/ Geneva St.....Pricgo@ér/ Ontario St.....Food Basics/
Geneva St....Community Care and Haldimand Norfaidéh.

If you have any questions or concerns or wish farteer for the Breakfast Program
once a week, please call the school (905) 682-@687ask for Mrs. Kubarakos.

Cheerleading Team 2009

DianaT. Jessica D.

Jenna O. Keira R.

Michelle R. Kayla T. v
Mackenzie P. Karli M.

Andrew N. Maziee B.

Hannah K. Meghan D. - ¥
Sage G. Reagan B.

Tito L. Christian D.

Alyssa L. Chelsea S.

Nick R. Kayma M.

Mike D. Charlotte R.

Dalton M. Frances J.

Juliette C. Tiana M.

lka I. Rebecca D.

Kara L. Ashley F.

Sarah S. Kaycee M.

Luc L. Trisha S.

Emily A.



